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I V I  - P  R E  (I1 P IT A TI 0 N u  
(1.) In General.-By the isohyetal lines 011 the accompanying chart, it will be seen' 

that the rain-fall duriiig May hils been distributed in a manner remarkably coinplementary 
to that of the preceding one, :I great deficiency being reported from the Mississippi Valley, 
and the entire Northern and 'Western sections, while a slight escess lias prevailed in the. 
South and East Atlantic States. 

(2.) Special Broi~gAts.-l'he long succession of 26 rninless days i a . s m e  portions of 
the South Atlantic Stat,es has given rise to some complaints from.. limited regions in: 
North Carolina, notwitlistandirig the large quantity of raiu that has fallen on the coarst. 
In the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys, Iowa, Indiana, Illinois and Minnesota, the month 
has been reinarkably dry. 

(3.) Clo2rd9 .Days.--The number of days entirely cloudy, a s  reported from the Signal 
Stations averages as follows : 

. .  

5 on the Gulf Coast. 
7 on the Youth At1:intic Coast. 
8 on the Middle Atlantic Coast. 

5 in the Lower Mississippi Valley. 

nal Service Stations only, is as follows : 

5 in the Ohio Valley. 
5 in the Upper Mississippi V;tllcy. 
8 in the Lower Missouri. Valley. 
7 in the Lake Region. 12 on the East At.lan:ic Coast. 

(4.) Raity  Dqs.--The niimber of clays in which rain fell, .as reported from the Sig- 

3 on the Gulf Coast. 
10 011 the South At.lnntic Coast. 

S on the Middle Atlantic Coast.. 
8 in the Upper Mississippi Valley. 

6 on t.he East Atlantic Coast. 
3 in t.he Lower M is3issippi Vdley. 
7 in thc Ohio Val1e.y. 
9 in tlie Lower Missoi.iri Vq.llcy. 
8 over tlie Blue Ridge and Alleghiinics. 10 in the Liike region. 

(5.) rSlpeciaZ Rabzs.--Reninrknbly heavy rain-falls occurred-- 
On the 25th at, Galveston. 
On the 1 I th at Clarksville, Tesas. 
On the 25th u t  Brookhavcn, A If' 185. 

On the 25th at Sugar Island, Mhh. 
On the 20th at Brownsville, Peiin. 

Severe hail-storms appear to have been unusually frequent. . The most instructive 
report on the subjcct comes froin the summit of Pike's Peak, where, on Che 14th, large 
balls of hail fell, composcd of soft white. snow, without any nucleus. Remarkably larg" 
hail is reported froin l'enn,sylvanin on the 20th, and from Mississippi on thc 25th. 

F,-HUMIDITY I 

In the following table a syrioptical view is given of the average per sent. of,relative 
humidity for the several sections of the country : 

For the Tesas coast, 72 ; for the New Jersey coast! 74 ; for the Southo.Atlantic 
coast, cis ; for the interior of the Micldle Atlantic States, 62 ; for the .Nen .England 
co.l&, 66 ; for tile southern shores of the Lower Lake region, 62 ; for the Upper Lake 
regiou, 65 ; for the l o i ~ i r  Mississippi valley, BO ; for the Ohio and Tennessee valleys, 5.6 ; 
for the ripper Mississippi valley, 56 ; for the lower Missouri valley, 56 ; for the extreme 
Northwest, G2 ; for Choyoni;c iwd Denver, 42 ; for Salt Lake City Itnd Colorado Springs, 
40 ; for Santa k6, 35 ; for sun;niit of Pike's Peak,* 69 ; for summit of Mount.WGshing- 
ton,' 86. 

f.; Them figures hi :vc .  lint. 1w-w cnrrec%rrl fiw tlie nlt.it.nrle nf thew Rtat.ioiis, aliicli rwpwthclg aro 14,316 and 



Reports from the interior of Virginia, from 14risconsin, Iowa and Indiana, state that 
in its relation to agriculture the month hils been verjr dry and hot, but that cool nights 
m d  heavy dews have prevailed. 

V I , - T H E  W I N D S ,  
(1.) In general.-The winds most frecpently observed are shown by the arrows on 

the accompanying chart, from which it is evident that southeasterly winds predominated 
on the Gulf and Soiith Atlaiitic coasts, but southerly wincls in the valley of the Missis- 
sippi river and its tributaries. Westerly minds havc predoniinated in New England, and 
west to northwest winds over the Lake region. Northwest winds have prevailed at  the 
suinniits of Mt. Washington and Pike’s Peilk. 

(2.) Strong winds.-The masiinx of hourly velocity of minds recorded at each 
Signal station, without regard to the direction or the time of day, are as follows: Mt.  
Washington, S8 miles ; Pike’s Peak, GO niiles ; St. Paul, 50 miles ; Keokuk, Omaha, Den- 
ver, Indianola and New York, 48 miles ; Breckenridge, Duluth, Fort Sully, Santa Fb, 
Philadelphia, Toledo, Squan Beach and Long i~ranch, 45 miles. 

I n  general the masimum hourly velocity has been least throi~gliout the Atlantic and 
Gulf States, and greatest in the Northwest, where iiuiiierous violent local wind-storms 
have occurred. 

The dutcs on which strong winds were most generally observed were-May lst, in 
the Western Territories and Northwest ; hlny Sth, in the Western Territories and North- 
west ; Miby 29th, in the Westera TerritoriCs and Northwest ; May 25th, in the Lake re- 
gion, Middle aiid Eastern States ; Miiy 11 th, on the Middle Atlantic coast. 

V I 1 , - V E R I P I C ~ A T I O N  0 P P R E D I C T  I O N #  
(1.) P,robabiZities -The critical coniparison between the separate items of the pub- 

lished tri-daily probabilities aiid tlie suhsequent weather raports, shows that on the 
.a\,era.ge, during the month, 84& per cent. of the predictions have been well verified. 

V I I I . - R I V E R 8  A N D  N A V I G A T I O N ,  
(1.) Opening of Harbors, &.-The last traces of ice in harbors and lakes are reported 

at Traverse City, Michigan, on the 3d; at  Mt. Desert, Maine, on the 6th ; at Buffalo and 
Duluth on the 9th. An unusually high tide is 
reported at Indianola, Tesas, on the 29th. Navigation is reported as beginning a.t Duluth 
on the 4th, aud Traverse City on the 7th. 

(2.) Heights of Rivers.-The general condition of the rivers will be found froin the 
accompanying table, which gives the dates of the rnasimum and niinimum heights of 
watcr : 

The Erie Canal was opened on the 5th. 


